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Abstract

There has been a remarkable acceleration in the process of trade liberalization and globalization since 1991. The North East Indian (NEI) economy along with Indian economy has become increasingly integrated to the global economy with removal of various quantitative restrictions. The region is endowed with immense natural resources. But in spite of such richness, the potential for the region’s exports has not been explored to the fullest extent which calls for an introspection with regard to its export performance. The paper makes an attempt to study (i) the country-wise share of NEI’s export trade, (ii) comparative advantage of NEI’s export trade and (iii) the impediments to export trade from NEI. In order to carry out the present study, certain research questions have been formulated as (i) whether there is any increase in export trade from NEI since 1991, (ii) whether export trade is competitive in international market and (iii) whether there exist impediments to export trade from NEI. The study is based both on primary and secondary information. Primary sources comprise of interviews and responses collected from exporters engaged in commercial ventures of the region. The data base has been framed from a sample of 150 exporters. The secondary data has been collected from office of the Commissioner of Customs, Shillong, Meghalaya. The study reveals that there has been a year to year variation in volume of trade with its trading partners and NEI has been competitive in exporting minerals and agricultural and allied products. However, inadequate infrastructural supports have been the immediate cause of major deterrent in boosting trade. 
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